Fortnightly Evening Lectures 
starting Wednesday, 22nd July 2026

Creativity, Meaning and Transformation in the Age of AI 
seen through the lens of Rudolf Steiner’s Spiritual Science 
and other Esoteric Traditions.
with 
Johannes Schuster 

For the first time in history we are confronted with the imminent reality of how intelligent machines are threatening to supplant the human being in most fields of earthly intelligence and endeavour. Whilst previous technologies, from the  printing press and the locomotive, to the telephone and computer may have revolutionized our lives, they never challenged our spiritual core and sense of purpose in the way AI is doing. The problem facing humanity is whether we can turn AI into a catalyst and servant of creativity, or whether we allow it to turn us into unconscious consumers, locked into a world-wide “hive mind” serving hidden agendas. This, in a nutshell, is the drama of our times. It is a drama of competing scripts, driven by different visions about what is the nature and ultimate purpose of being human.

In order to meet this challenge, it is of enormous help to place AI next to Rudolf Steiners picture of the spiritual nature and cosmic origins of the human being. This in turn opens up a much larger vision of the nature of reality, the spiritual sovereignty of the individual and the universal nature of the microcosmic and macrocosmic creative process. As the lectures will show, it is ultimately this larger picture that can inspire us to embrace our unique cosmic purpose and spiritual sovereignty with unfailing trust and confidence. 

Book Project - Lecture Series
Johannes is currently working on a book trilogy of the same title as this lecture series. 
The fortnightly lectures explore and discuss the many different angles which the three books, after their final edits, will bring together in the form of an integrated whole. 

The first Volume of the trilogy is expected to be published in mid 2027. The books explore the nature of AI in connection with the Universal Creative Process, (Vol.1), the role of AI within the context of the Spiritual Evolution of Humanity, (Vol.2 ) and conclude with an outline of the principles of Transformative Art & Architecture (Vol.3), which are aimed to raise the bar of artistic relativism to a different set of criteria grounded in “goodness truth and beauty”. 

Term III Lectures Themes

Lecture 1:  Wed. 22nd July 2026   7.00  - 8.30 pm

Introducing: “Creativity, Meaning and Transformation in the Age of AI”
                  Seen through the lens of Rudolf Steiner’s Spiritual Science….

Lecture 2:  Wed. 5th August 2026   7.00  - 8.30 pm

How did we get here? The 500-year Divorce between Spirit and Matter
From Thomas Aquinas to Quantum Physics: humanity’s changing relationship to Nature

Lecture 3:  Wed. 19th August 2026   7.00  - 8.30 pm

Rudolf Steiner’s Three Bridges between Spirit and Matter
Understanding the nature of reality as prerequisite to cultural transformation 

Lecture 4:  Wed. 2nd September 2026   7.00  - 8.30 pm

“We are living in a Cosmic Simulation”
How Quantum Mechanics and “Quantum Mysticism” are changing our view of reality.

Lectures 5 – 8:  to be continued in Term IV 2026 if there is enough interest 

Lectures Format:
· Topics are stand-alone yet build up to a larger whole.
· Lecture titles are indicative and may evolve subject to progress and pace. 
· Each 1 hour lecture is followed by 30 minutes Q&A. 
· Lecture Recordings (minus Q&A) will become available at a later date. 

	Venue: 

	Michael Centre, Warranwood, Library (middle building)
37A Wellington Park Dr, Warranwood, VIC 3134


	Time: 
	7.00 pm (sharp) – 8.30 pm (1 hour lecture, 30 mins Q&A)


	Cost:
	Suggested $15-$25 Donation. 
Proceeds go towards the publishing costs of Johannes’ books.


	Bookings:
	Bookings are not required. However, if you plan to attend, please register your interest by emailing Johannes@SpiritinMatter.org  This will help us plan the room setup and ensure we can notify you of any unforeseen changes.


	Contact:
	Website: www.SpiritinMatter.org   Email: Johannes@SpiritinMatter.org   




 

Johannes Schuster was the founding class Teacher and long-time school-coordinator of the Little Yarra Steiner School. (www.lyss.vic.edu.au ) Over the 20 years of his involvement, he helped guide the school’s development, designed and project managed its buildings and oversaw its growth from a handful of children in a hired public hall, to a K-12 School on its own 60 acre property. Forty years later, the school stands as a testament to that founding vision of an inspiring, purpose-built cultural educational centre in the Yarra Valley. 

Transformative Art and Architecture (TAA) Course Creator     
As Johannes grappled with the design of the LYSS buildings, his question was how spirit could be meaningfully expressed in form. His interest in the 4 Ethers eventually led him to formulate an Anthroposophically grounded theory and practical methodology of Transformative Art & Architecture (TAA) , which  placed the morally transformative power of inspired artistic form as its central aim. It was this approach which brought the Little Yarra Steiner School to the attention of colleagues from the European Anthroposophical Architecture Movement. The school was featured in a book on Organic Architecture and became part of an Architectural traveling exhibition displayed in various capital cities in Europe and Asia.
The principles of TAA have since grown into an 8 Module course which Johannes and his wife Sue have been teaching for the last 15 years in full and part-time seminars in Australia, Argentina, Switzerland (at the Goetheanum in 2015 , 2016  and 2025 ) Malaysia, China and Taiwan, having gone online during the Covid years. Their students have come from a broad spectrum of professions form teachers, artists, designers and architects to farmers, therapists, and entrepreneurs. 


Book Project - Lecture Series
Johannes is currently working on a three volume book project and lecture series of the same title:

Creativity, Meaning and Transformation in the Age of AI 
seen through the lens of Rudolf Steiner’s Spiritual Science and other esoteric traditions

The first Volume of the trilogy is expected to be published in early 2027. The books explore the nature of AI in connection with the Universal Creative Process, (Vol.I), the role of AI within the context of the Spiritual Evolution of Humanity, (Vol.II ) and conclude with an outline of the principles of Transformative Art & Architecture (Vol. III), which are aimed to raise the bar of artistic relativism to a different set of criteria grounded in “goodness, truth and beauty”. 

The fortnightly lectures are held at the Michale Centre, Warranwood Melbourne, starting Wednesday evening, 22nd July 2026 . Recordings will be made available online. The purpose of the lectures is to explore and discuss the many different angles which the three books, after the final edits, will bring together in the form of an integrated whole. Click here for more details. 
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